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Founded 1957 PLANE TALK 

Meeting Notice 

When:  Thursday October 1st at 7pm. 

Where:  LCRCC flying field 

Agenda:  Business meeting 

Come and participate in running your club 

 
 

From the Editor  
 
First, I want to thank Vic Hugo and Bill Henry for manning the 
clubs exhibit at the ‘Community Days’ event at Lancaster airport on 
August 22nd and 23rd 

 

If you missed Community Days at the Lancaster Air-
port, you missed something that you may never see 
again in your lifetime.  That was one of the last the last 
airworthy B24 Liberator bombers in existence.  Yes, 
there are other B24’s in museums, but this was the last 
flying B24J model.  That, and a few crew members that 
served on these aircraft were there also.  It was great to 
talk with them about their ordeals during the war. 
 

A lot of us that were brought up in the 50’s and 60’s, 

probably remember ‘Twelve O’clock High’, the TV 
series about a B17 bomber squadron during WWII, 
staring Robert Stack.  My impressions of the aircraft 
used during the war, were formed mainly through this 
series, that and the movie Memphis Belle.  Let’s face 
it, most of the movies that Hollywood made portray the 
B17.   When you think of WWII bombers, the B17 al-
ways comes to mind.  That is why, when I saw the 
B24, I became fascinated with it and it’s history. 

 

Last year, I came upon an article in Model Airplane 
about the B24, and looking like an interesting airplane, 
decided this would be my first scratch build plane and 
ordered the plans.  You may remember me writing 
about it last October.  Yea, I could have built some-
thing smaller and simpler, but I wanted something dif-
ferent. 
 

Now, since I planned on building the plane to the scale, 
which was about 1/15 scale, I wanted to build it as real-
istic as possible.  That created a problem because the 
plans were for a cheap version of the aircraft.  Since 
the plane had fixed landing gear, I was also prepared to 
build the retractable landing gear.  Working in a ma-
chine shop gives me access to a lot of machinery and 
resources.  Of course, this meant pouring over a lot of 
pictures, available online, to get the information I 
needed.  That meant a lot of online searches for the pic-
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Club Calendar 
Unless otherwise specified all meetings will be held at the field 

RAIN, SNOW or SHINE 
 

Thursday October 1st, 7pm 
Meeting in the clubhouse 
 
Thursday November 5th, 7pm 
Meeting in the clubhouse.  
 
Thursday December 3rd, 7pm 
Meeting in the clubhouse,  
 
Friday January 1st, noon 
Freeze fly at the field 
 
(Yes, it’s getting close to that time again) 

Got Fuel? 
 

Just a reminder, the club has 15% airplane fuel avail-
able.   
 
See Craig Peck for your fuel needs.  Call 475-2482 or 
email cpeck@flyingmedia.net 

For Sale 
 
OS .91FX engine with motor mount, aluminum spinner, and 
a14x8 Zinger prop.  Good condition. $150.00 
Call Jim Wiker (717) 682-7175 
or email  rapturejm@frontiernet.net 

 

Roy Bender 
Mike Geiger 
Bob Heine 
Peter Caddick 
John Zimmerman 
*Jeff Troy 
*Warren Wasiewski 
*David Muchmore 
*Phillip Adams 
*Hrayr Avakian 

293-1513 
393-9803 
355-0827 
393-8684 
355-2160 
392-0353 
399-3811 
519-6972 
354-8059 
 

Airtronics, Futaba, JR 
Futaba 
Airtronics, Futaba 
Fuatba—heli/plane 
Futaba, JR. 
Futaba, JR. 
Airtronics 
Futaba 
Futaba 
Hitec, Futaba—heli/plane 

Instructors are available to members for flight instruc-
tion and training. It is advisable to make arrangements 

with an instructor before coming to the field. 

Flight Instructors 

* - Apprentice Instructors 
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Minutes from meeting 9/3/09 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:15 
 
Minutes were approved as posted 
 
New members: None 
 
Treasurer report: Excellent 
 
Events: 

Make-A-Wish: Lots of people showed up – in spite of the HOT weather.  The club collected $1137.  The 
vendor lost money – so was not pressured to make a contribution to the club – and Make-A-Wish.  The 
trainers were kept busy all day – providing the guests with a positive experience of flying a model air-
plane.  A suggestion was made to consider moving the date to a cooler time of year. 

 
Community Days: Vic Hugo reported a good weekend with lots of people in attendance. 
 
Corn Roast – Sept 13: Julie needs help with cooking the corn.  Remember to bring a covered dish. 

 
Field Marshall: Absent due to the passing of his father.  Condolences to Charlie Zirkle. 
 
Safety Officer: There was some discussion about the use of hover area to the east of the pits.  There was no 
                         change in its designation. 
 
Newsletter: Great job. 
 
Website: Craig Peck and Robin Church will be working on this. 
 
Old business: Bylaw revisions were passed as presented.  Thanks to Peter Caddick for his hard work with these. 
 
New business:  

Paul Quinn was accepted as an honorary member. 
 

The new logos were reviewed.  The one with the blue and white background was accepted as being our 
new logo.  Options for shirts will be presented at the next meeting. 

 
Voting for officers:  The following were approved by a majority vote of the members present: 

Peter Caddick – President 
Craig Peck – Vice President 
Walter Breko – Treasurer 
Jim Wiker – Secretary 
 

 Appreciation was expressed to these for their willingness to serve our membership. 
 
50/50 – won by Rick Rutter  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David Muchmore 
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tures I needed.  Do a Google search for the B24 Libera-
tor bomber (search ‘images’ if you have that option).  I 
soon learned a great deal from the searches, and had a 
greater respect for the men that flew them during the 
war. 
 

The B24 was the first heavy bomber with the ‘Davis 
wing design’, which was a high wing and more aerody-
namic design than the low wing B17’s.  This enabled 
the plane to fly higher, faster and carry a larger bomb 
load because it was built lighter.  It was also the first 
heavy bomber that used tricycle landing gear instead of 
the tail dragger B17.  Because of its light weight con-
struction, the plane was notorious for its tendency to 
catch fire, and vulnerable to battle damage.  This is evi-
dent in a lot of pictures showing the wings breaking 
from flak or being shot.  In all, over 18,000 planes were 
built, but few exist anymore.  The B24 still holds the 
record of the most US military aircraft ever produced. 
 

Sorry for the history lesson, but as I said, you have to 
have a great deal of respect for the men that flew these, 
and other aircraft, that put their lives on the line to fight 
a battle that happened before most of us were born.  I 
can’t imagine the horrifying deaths some of them ex-
perienced in all of these planes. 
 

I’ve been showing the plans that I bought from Model 
Aviation around, trying to get opinions about what I 
had and what I was dealing with, not that I was looking 
for an excuse to buy other plans, I just wanted to be cer-
tain.  Finally, Vic Hugo made the comment that he 
thought the plane wasn’t very heavily constructed.  So, 
I finally broke down and bought the Palmer plans.  That 
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2009 Club Officers 

took me from a 1/15 scale to a 1/12 scale (82” wingspan 
to a 110”  wingspan).  This also remedied the wing 
situation, which worried me how I was going to have to 
transport a 82” wing with four engines attached.  The 
Palmer plans are for separate wing panels. 
 

Considering the Mid-Star 40 has taken me almost three 
years to complete, mainly due to working on the Hots, I 
figure this will take considerable time and I can spread 
out the cost of the landing gear and engines over the 
next few years.  Besides, that gives me a few years to 
work on my flying skills 
 

Anyway, I leave you with some images to make you 
think.  Horrifying as these images are, I want to thank 
our military for putting their lives on the line, for their 
country, and for our freedoms, which we often take for 
granted. 
 

Safe Flying, 
Jim 


